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aflame with the reviving grace of 
God. 

Method and careful organiza- 
tion are almost inevitable when 
a church is pervaded with a re- 
rival spirit . The multitude*, 
who now neglect church attend- 
ance, will be awakened, throng 
our churches, and find Christ, 
when, and only when, God's 
people are in full, divine, com- 
munion, and keenly alive to the 
need of eoula. 


Chnreh Methods. 

A question much mooted in 
these days in, How to reach the 
masses ? The gospel devises no 
machinery, points out no spe- 
cific method", tor these vary 
with the changing years; but it 
does set before us u great princi- 
ple which in sure to find its own 
methods. The serious mistake 
of the age is, to make too much 
of methods and too little ot mo- 
tive power. The Bible empha- 
sizes the motive power, and 
leaves the method to spring out 
of the occasion. What the 
church needs is, versatility niiii 
adaptability of method, with an 
unwavering purpose and impul- 
sive force. Let us have method, 
if we can ; hut ubove all, let us 
have a fiery, Christian zeal, de- 
voted to Christ, and lunging tor 
son Is. 

The stickler for methods is he 
who, with busy spade, stands he 
hind his embankments around 
the beleaguered city, devises new 
fortifications, even calla tor nioru 
men, more equipments, new ar 
lillery, and — does nothing. But 
the successful warrior is lie who, 
not despising methods, yet has 
an enthusiasm and faith that 
cannot brook delay, and, draw- 
ing his sword, tushes forward, 
crying, in the words of an an 
cient hero, "I wilt find a way, or 
make one !" 

We shall certainly reach those 
outside the church if only we 
have a revival warmth ourselves. 
How olte- W8 have noticed that 
in revivals multitudes flocked in- 
to our services, and sought relig- 
ions instruction, whom we had 
never seen before ? Who were 
they? Whence came they? 
Above ail, what brought them 
there ? Even no special organ- 
ized effort to reach such had 
been made, they were there. 
The «had«wofthe church had 
growu more refresiug; they were 
sensible of the change, and had 
drawn nearer. One here, and 
another there, had been touched 
by the spirit, had felt the preva- 
lent interest, had accepted some 
friend's invitation to come in, 
and so was there. Now it is a 
matter of no little difficulty to 
arrange church machinery so 
that it shall work smoothly. 
Such machinery is important. 

Every church should be thor- 
oughly organized for Christian 
activities ; and yet, if an engine, 
however thoroughly made is use- 
less without fire under Ihe boiler, 
just as inefficient ia a gieat 
church, carefully divided into 
working committees, which lacks 
the fire of the llo!y Spirit. The 
problem solves itself: church 
members fall naturally into rheir 
assigned places, and work spon- 
taneously, it only their hearts be 


Semi Kdltoria) 
I am pleased with the response 
of brothy J. H, Peck, in No. 1. 
He understood me correctly and 
assured me fully, I am satisfied. 
That is what I would have done 
under similar circumstances. It 
is very much better to be inside 
of such a church than to be out 
in the cold world, isolated from 
all church relation. In fsct, 
wherever German Baptist 
churches allow "Christian princi- 
ple to predominate," and do uot 
"enforce annual meeting rule," 
they are Brethren churches, just 
what we all want to be. Would 
it not be glorious if all could 
comprehend this fact before tra- 
dition has entirely blinded the 
understanding of a fart of the 
brotherhood. I could conscien- 
tiously w-jrk with the old order 
brethren as far as they go accord 
iug to the gospel. 

Brother Wrightsmau's reply, 
in No. 2, is also satisfactory, and 
I am thankful fur it. Seems to 
me I can ju *t see his eyes flash, 
aud hear his deep voice roll out, 
when he said : "On this founda- 
tion I have stood, and shall con- 
tinue to stand, God being my 
helper; aud all that live godly 
iu Christ Jesus, are my* brethren 
aud sifters." That suite me. 
Thank < Soil for Christian fellow- 
ship through the gospel. I am 
glad for that one hundred dollar 
donation. Have sent him a blunk 
note to be tilled up. Who else 
feels liberally inclined, whom I 
can uot soon interview personal- 
ly, I would much love to visit 
every church iu the brotherhood, 
and perhaps arrangements may 
yet be made by which I may he 
enabled to doao. 

Brother John Dubbs touches 
upon an important subject, and 
makes an opportune application. 
We should speak evil of no one 
and that will of course include 
our Qerman Baptist friends. 
But relating the evil deeds of 
people is not sneaking evil of 
them. It thai were so, theu 
Jesus would have been guilty of 
evil speaking of the Jews, the 
Scribes and Pharisees, Evil 
speaking consists of false accusa- 
tions, and injurious insinuations 
and whisperings. Of such things 
Christians must not be guilty. 
And while it is needful that we 
should be careful in our conversa- 
tion about the German Baptists, 
I think soma of our readers are 
unnecessarily concerned for the 
toes of our enemies. Now tome, 
for instance, will object to that 
expression, of alluding to them 
as our enemies.- But when it is 
applied to eucb men as Beater, 
Shively, Calvert, &c, of Northern 
Indiana, it is entirely applicable. 
The fact is, it is the truth that is 
being told about thorn that hurts. 
They have been guilty of so 
many hard things that thoy do 
not wish to hear them mention- 
ed ; and wherever thoy have 
thoroughly repented of them, 
and cease to repeat the same, the 
mantle of charity should be kind- 
ly thrown over them. But until 


then they should be put on thick 
and rubbed in hard, no matter 
how much they may complain. 
They must be brought to repent- 
ance ; bat everything must be 
done in the right way. 

The Roberta- Murray contro- 
versy might as well be stopped 
on the spot. It doee not look as 
hard to those of us who know 
the parties and are familiar with 
the circumstance, as it may to 
others. Brother Murray is pro- 
gressive, but still he ia a German 
Baptist. 

Brother G. A. Copp'i sugges- 
tion, in No. 2, in regard to can- 
didates for the ministry, is well 
received. By all means, Breth- 
ren, let that matter be looked af- 
ter. Wherever young brethren 
are willing to take up the minis- 
try, and are deemed worthy and 
capable by their congregations, 
they should be encouraged, set 
apart to the n ork, and if need 
be. assisted in preparing them- 
selves for the duties of the min- 
istry. Every thing will depend 
upon the coming ministry. 
"Like priest like people." Let 
them be well qualified, in every 
way, especially in the under- 
standing of the gospel which 
they are expected to preach. 

Brother J. W. Smouse, in No. 
1, maker a good argument in 
favor of the itinerant ministry, 
only be getB the adjectives ap- 
plied to some ot us budly mixed 
up, and I tear be will have some- 
thing to account for. That, is 
the first time I have ever beeu 
accused ot eloquence. It is rath- 
er a grave charge to be made so 
public. 


Help Wanted. 

A STtPin BLUKHIR. 

Mr. Geo. Stumo, of South 
English, Iowa, informs us that 
some time ago he sent the follow- 
ing letter to the office of the tros- 
pel Messenger, at Huntingdon, 
Fa.: 

[Extract.] 

"To the brethren ot the bo- 
called Duukard church, Greet- 
ing; It was through the preach- 
ing of the above church that I 
was awakened to a souse of duty. 
For a long time after my heart 
was touched by the preai hing of 
repentance, I was laboring under 
the idea that I had to repent be- 
fore I could expect to receive 
any help from a divine source. 
All on a sudden, one day, a 
change, a divine light, a new 
miud and heart arose in me 
setting my thoughts all on Christ 
and his power to come. Being 
an outsider, I felt willing and de- 
sirous to obey the divine calling. 
Knowing that Ibis great change 
was from heaven only, I looked 
daily for the same power to call 
me to the entrance ot the church 
by baptism, and still kept on 
laboring under repentance, 
awaiting the baptismal call. But 
somehow that call did not come, 
till, Anally, inside ot a few days, 
this feeling and influence seems 
to have left me ; so that I no 
longer have the state of mind I 
once possessed. I would now 
say, if any professor, be he who 
he may, can give me any help in 
this matter, I will thank him and 
the Lord for it. May God in his 
wisdom, stand by you one aud 
all, is the prayer of your bumble 
servant, Gxo. Stump." 

As no notice was taken of bis 
appeal, Mr. Stump wrote again, 
calling attention to his former 
letter, and made some complaint, 
and expressed his anxiety for 
help that be might know and do 
his duty. This second letter 
called forth the following item 
on the first page of the Messen- 
ger for Sept. 29, 18SS, which we 
remember reading; 


[Extract.] 
"Some time ago we received a 
letter from a man of whom we 
know nothing, calling for help, 
and for that purpose wanted it 
published in the Messenger. As 
such calls cannot and should not 
all be published, it was laid aside. 
Since then we got another letter, 
and the man is very much out of 
humor. He says that be is no 
member, bat if we had published 
bis letter, and the brethren bad 
helped him liberally, he would 
have joined the church; but now 
it is all over. He would not Join 
a churcb that such editors be- 
long to. He says he will now 
join a church that will help him. 
Here ia in opportunity, for a 
church that is in want of a mem- 
ber. We are sorry for the man ; 
but until be can see different we 
do not need him as a member. 
We have as yet made no ar- 
rangements to buy members." 

Now Mr. Stump sends the mat- 
ter to us, as a third effort, and 
asks for a bearing. He com 
plains of injustice, aB he cannot 
sea how any one could make out 
from his first letter that he want- 
ed help from the purse." And 
it does appear like a very stupid 
blunder, if the letter he sends us 
is a true copy of the one sent to 
the Messenger. The probability 
is that when the sleek and well 
fed editor of the MeEBenger saw 
the heading of the article: "Help 
Wanted," he jumped at the con- 
clusion: "Here's another beg- 
gar," and pitched the letter into 
the waste basket, and when the 
second letter came, he exclaimed: 
"Here's the old beggar again !" 
and under the inspiration of the 
annoyance he wrote the pro- 
duction above quoted. If Mr. S 
had written turn as the editor 
imagined he did, then the item 
might have passed, but if it is at 
represented to us in the above, 
then we think the editor should 
feel ashamed of himself, publish 
a nice apology, and write Mr, 
Stump a good letter. That is 
what we would do. 

And as to the "help wanted," 
we would say : don't go too 
much by feeling. Obey the gos- 
pel, whether the flesh feels like 
it or not. A good feeling that 
comes from having dons our 
duty never leaves us. Head 
Mattb. 28: 16-20. Tha gospel 
tails us what we must do, not a 
vision, or spirit or feeling. A 
sudden light answered the pur- 
pose of attracting the attention 
of SanI of Tarsus to the error of 
bie way, but ho had to go to the 
word to learn what he must do. 
It is a pity that the Messenger 
did not give him a more patient 
hearing, and perform unto him 
the part of a good Ananias, tell- 
ing him to "Arise and be baptiz- 
ed, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord." 
Hope it is not to* late yet. We 
do not wish to purchase mem- 
bers with silver and gold, but we 
are always willing and anxious 
to direct the honest inquirer after 
truth, to the source of the True 
Light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world, 
namely the Word of God. 

Holsinoer. 


debt will be raised soon it you 
will come forward and give it 
the lift that you are able to ; and 
don't come alone but bring your 
neighbors and friends with yon. 
You have relatives who are in 
sympathy with our cause, that 
would pay |5 or |I0 if you would 
simply ask them. Let us all turn 
out canvassers and finish the - 
work at once. Send for blanks 
aud give it a trial—among yonr 
church members and your ac- 
quaintances. 


Sam Jonas & Criticism. 

Rev. Sam Jouei the revivalist 
in a recent sermon in Cinciu nat- 
ti, told iom« plain facts. Wa 
hand them over to our readers. 

I will say the most effective 
and thorough critics, I have seen 
are not in the asylums. It takes 
less sense to criticise than to do 
any thing else, and when a fel- ' 
low criticises much it ia pretty 
good proof he has not sense 
enough to do any thing else. 
Suppose a man has driven into 
the mire with his team and 
somebody comes and helps him 
out while he stands right there 
and never moves a band or toot 
but just criticises the man who 
got him out. "Why, ha hit my 
oft' horse the hardest hit I ever 
aaw struck in my life." I don't 
intend to apply tins illustration 
to you at all, but if you will run 
behind that wagon and help to 
push it nut of ibis mud we get it 
out, and I hope you will nil get 
into the wagon and we will all 
take a ride. 

It is amusing sometimes, 
Brother Joyce, to see one ot your 
city preachers harnessed up in 
yonr wagon, all the whole con- 
cern in the wagon, and a little 
preacher in the harness, and 
every once in a while somebody 
shouts out: "Tip him up!" 
"Move him along !" Brethren, let 
us unload. Let us push, and let 
the poor preacher set up aud ride, 
and drive awhile. We must co- 
operate with our preachers. 


Haltering on the College Debt. 

In the last few numbers we 
published several bauters by 
brethren to be one of a certain 
number to contribute an equal 
sum of money to complete the 
raising of the College debt. 
Now, bethren, we know you 
want to pay something, so come 
right along and put your names 
down. Send your pledge to this 
office or Brother Holsinger, and 
keep the work moving. The 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Bro. J. D. McFaden makes a 

happy hit on dead- sea Christians. 

Bro. A. A, Cober writes a very 

spirited letter from his field of 

labor in Ind. 

We still have Annuals left. 
Send in your order, it you aro 
without a copy. 

Bro. J. C. Gripe's meeting at 
Graveltou, Ind., has resulted in 
several additions. 

Bro. J. P. Martin is again ia 
the field : hope his labors may 
be further blesied. 

Brother Mason is at home 
again, and glorious news from 
the valley may be expected. 

The little folks are becoming 
enthused again and several have 
something to say this week. 

Bro. E. L. Yorfer writes us he 
is worse again, and that his wife 
is still sick. We pray that the 
Lord may bless them with restor- 
ed health. 

Brother Holsinger did not suc- 
ceed in arranging things to nuke 
his promised announcement in 
this issue. It will he along in a 
week or two. 

Bro. David Bailey is visiting 
his old home in the Southern 
part of Ohio, this week ; he is as- 
sisting in the settlement of his 
fathsr's estate. 

Bro. J, H. Kideuour is having 
success at Flora, Ind. Two 
have already come back that left 
during Rosenberger's big revival 
there, aud a live interest is being 
manifested. 

On* the loth, the brethren of 
the opposition were still holding 
meetings at Lanark, III., but no 
conversions, although the mem- 


